The Operational Land Imager on the Landsat 8 satell/te captured this image of a phytoplankton b/oom in the Sea of Marmara on May 17, 2015. The sea is surrounded on all stdes by the nation of Turkey Credlt NASA Earth Observatory
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An eye on healthy water

Not only does NOAA monitor ocean health, but also the health of rivers and lakes. NOAA, NASA, the Environmental
Protection Agency and the U.S. Geological Survey developed an early warning system for detecting harmful and nuisance
algal blooms in freshwater bodies such as the Great Lakes. A central part of this plan is the use of satellite remote sensing
capabilities to identify algal blooms.

Massive algal bloom in Lake Erie as seen by the Suomi NPP satellite's VIIRS instrument on March 21, 2012.

Credit: NOAA Visualization Laboratory, NOAA/NASA Suomi NPP VIIRS
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