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Image Credit: NASA/Solar Dynamics Observatory, and the AIA, EVE, and HMI Science Teams

Mother's Day

National 
Teacher 

Appreciation Day

1974:  
Launch of SMS-1, 
the first geo- 
synchronous 
weather satellite, 
monitoring 
weather from a 
fixed location 
above Earth's 
surface.

1980:  
Eruption of 
Mount St Helens 
in Washington 
State.  

Memorial Day

2005:
Launch of 
NOAA-18 to 
monitor 
developing 
weather and 
climate trends. 

1686:
Happy birthday 
to Daniel Gabriel 
Fahrenheit, 
inventor of the  
Fahrenheit 
temperature 
scale.

Solar flares occur when magnetic energy in 
the solar atmosphere is suddenly 

released. The GOES-R series of satellites 
will watch the Sun for this activity so it can 

warn us here on Earth, since that energy 
can damage satellites and power grids.


