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Supercells are powerful 
thunderstorms with a deep rotating 

updraft. They often occur in the Great 
Plains, and they are found farther 

away from other thunderstorms. The 
imager on GOES-R can monitor these 

storms every 30 seconds!
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Earth Day

1960:  
Launch of U.S.  
TIROS 1, the first 
successful low-Earth- 
orbiting weather 
satellite.

1994:  
Launch of the
GOES-8 satellite 
into geostationary 
orbit to monitor 
Earth and space  
weather and to be 
part of the 
SARSAT search 
and rescue system.

1935:  
The “Black 
Sunday” dust 
storm hits parts 
of Oklahoma and 
Texas, blocking 
out the sun and 
plunging the region 
in darkness.

1996:  
fastest wind speed 
not related to 
tornadoes ever 
recorded on 
Barrow Island, 
Australia — 
maximum wind 
gust of 253 mph.

2011:
Super tornado 
outbreak over 
April 25-28, with 
200 tornadoes 
across 5 states.


