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When the Sun lets out bursts 
of charged particles, some 
of them flow right down into 
Earth’s atmosphere near the 
Poles. When they hit Earth’s 
atmosphere, we see a 
glowing aurora!

Martin Luther
King, Jr., Day 

observed

New Year‛s Day

Perihelion occurs 
today, when 
Earth‛s orbit 
takes it closest 
to the sun.

2012:  
Fargo, ND, posted 
the highest 
recorded January 
temperature, 
55ºF, breaking a 
record set in 1908.  

1966:  
the greatest 
24-hour rainfall 
amount in the 
world - nearly 72 
inches - began on 
this day in 
Foc-Foc La 
Reunion Island

1954: 
Lowest
temperature 
ever recorded 
in Greenland of 
-87ºF in 
Northice.

1911: 
The temper- 
ature at Rapid 
City, SD, 
plunges 47ºF in 
only 15 minutes.

1706:  
Ben Franklin is
born. He 
discovered that 
lightning is 
electricity.


