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Winter Solstice
(winter begins)

1896:  
Temperature
in Kipp, MT, 
rises 30° in just 
7 minutes and 
80° in a few 
hours.  A 30- 
inch snow cover 
melts in half a 
day. 

1966:
Launch of 
ATS-1, the first 
geostationary 
weather 
satellite.

1984:
The NOAA-9 
satellite was 
launched  to 
measure ozone 
and surface 
reflectivity, both 
important in 
assessing climate 
change.

1913:
biggest one-day 
snowfall for the 
U.S. occurred on 
this day in 
Georgetown, CO - 
63 inches

1903:
Orville and Wilbur 
Wright made the 
first powered 
flight after 
consultation with 
the U.S. Weather 
Bureau. 

1987:
Tucson, AZ 
enjoys its first 
white Christmas 
in 46 years as 
3.6 inches of 
snow coats the 
ground.

1973:
Endangered 
Species Act 
enacted. NOAA 
is able to track 
many 
endangered 
animals from 
space.Christmas Day

When winds blow, it can cause snow 
to become deep and create dramatic 
ridges   thanks to erosion! GOES-R 

will help monitor winds over a 
large portion of the Earth.


